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Sacred Heart Statue | LINENS 


New Stock — Finest Imported 
PURE IRISH LINEN 
Pre-War Prices 


This statue, ornate in appear- 
ance, has a receptacle at the 
base for a Vigil Light Glass, 


which makes it convenient and also 
attractive for home devotions. VESTMENT MATERIALS 


One statue (13 in. in height), DOSSALS and DRAPERY 
one Ruby Glass, and one dozen MATERIALS and TRIMMINGS 


Vigil Lights will be sent, post- Samples upon request. 


age paid, on receipt of $3.50. Thomas A. Blake 
Please Order From:— 





WILL & BAUMER 
CANDLE CO., Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, 
Chicago 6, Ill. 366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 














Our 
Infant of Prague Gift Package 
Contains the following :— 


(1) Ever-sharp pencil, snowy-white opaque 
finish, with gold-plated trimmings, bearing 
image of Divine Infant with inscription: ‘‘The 
more you honor Me, the more I will bless 
you.”’ (2) 64-page booklet, with history of the devotion, accounts of 
many favors and numerous prayers. (3) White plastic 2-way pencil 
holder with pencil. (4) Artistic medal, mounted on card. (5) Picture 
and leaflets. (6) Gift card bearing sender’s greetings. All enclosed 
in an attractive gift box. A pleasing gift for Easter, First Communion, 
birthdays, graduations, Mother’s Day, or any other occasion. Only 
$1.50, prepaid. 

Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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“SEEDS” of the Spirit 


Leaflets are a splendid means of helping to bring Christ into the 
lives of those who do not know Him. They are short, but leave an 
impression on the reader, which cannot but help to do good sooner 
or later. 

We are offering a packet of attractively printed assorted book- 
marks and leaflets with verses of encouragement, spiritual thoughts and 
prayers, for 15¢. 

Send for them and spread them by slipping one into a letter, hand- 
ing one to a friend, leaving one on a street car or bus, —- anywhere. 
They will be picked up and read and you will have helped to plant 
a good seed in some soul and thus further the cause of the HOLY 
YEAR! 
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“Hail Thorn-ctowned Sevior! 


O Head, all gashed and gory, O’erwhelmed in woe and scorn! 


O Head, the angels’ glory, Yet pierced by many a thorn. 
Thy cheeks are wan and faded, Thy lips are ghastly white, 
Thy beauty quite o’ershaded, In death's obscurest night. 
Ah, Lord, the thorns Thou wearest, Should pierce my guilty brow, 
Beneath the Cross Thou bearest, My guilty back should bow. 
The cruel whips that tore Thee, Mine, mine alone should be; 


COP RU UU 


Yet Jesus, I implore Thee, Turn not Thy face from me. 
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Floly Week and Floly Wear 


ALM Sunday (April 2) brings us to the threshold of that most 
sacred and solemn period of the ecclesiastical year which the 
Church distinguishes by the name of Holy Week. During this 
week we shall live over with her, in the ceremonies of the liturgy, the 
sorrowful mysteries of our Savior’s Passion and Death, as well as the 
joyful mystery of the institution of the Holy Eucharist and the cele- 
bration of the first Holy Mass by the Eternal High Priest Himself, and 
finally, the glorious mystery of His Resurrection. 

As we do so, let us not be unmindful of the debt of gratitude we 
owe to the Heavenly Father for His infinite charity in giving us His 
well-beloved Son as a Victim for our salvation, and also our debt to 
the Son Himself for His boundless love in accomplishing His Father’s 
will at the cost of so much humiliation and suffering. 

On Palm Sunday, we recall that solemn festival, when, as the time 
drew near for Him to sacrifice His life for the sins of the world, Jesus 
‘ came to Jerusalem, the place where His Sacrifice was to be accom- 
plished. In studying this sacred mystery, we learn that, in order to 
fulfil the ancient figures, He made His entry into the Holy City on the 
very day on which, by appointment of the Old Law (Exod. 12:3) the 
paschal lamb which was to be sacrificed for the Passover, was to be 
brought into the city; that He chose for the institution of the Passover 
of the New Law the very night ordained for the immolation of the 
paschal lamb of the Old Law; and that He was pleased to accomplish 
the Redemption of the world on the very day which commemorated the 
redemption of God’s chosen people from their Egyptian bondage. 

How great was the love which urged our Divine Savior forward, 
and made Him offer Himself up to death with joyful readiness for 
our salvation! 
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The great object of Lent, like that of the Holy Year, is that sinners 
return to God and seek pardon and mercy. The Holy Father, in his 
message to the world on the eve of the opening of the Jubilee Year, said: 

“It seems to Us that the Holy Year of 1950 must be decisive, es- 
pecially for the longed-for religious renewal of the modern world, and 
that it must solve that spiritual crisis which oppresses souls of our 
age... It should be decisive, as well, for the future of the Church, 
engaged in an effort to render more pure and widespread the sanctity 
of her members, while exteriorly she strives to infuse and spread her 
spirit of justice and love even in civil institutions.” 

The Holy Father then expressed the hope that the Holy Year would 
be of high import, not only for Christians, but for the whole human 
race, and referred particularly to agnostics, atheists, and all who deny 
God His rightful place in the universe, as well as to pagans in mission 
lands. He then continued: 

“May the Holy Year mark the return to the Redeemer, Jesus Christ, 
of souls allured by sinful attractions and living far from the Father’s 
house. There are believers and Catholics whose spirit is weak, also, as 
the flesh makes them traitors to their rightful duties and forgetful of 
the real treasures, and who live in a continual sequence of desertion 
and lapses. They are wrong if they think they possess the Christian 
life and are pleasing to God unless sanctifying grace dwells habitually 
in their souls. 

“Owing to easy compromises between earth and heaven, time and 
eternity, matter and spirit, they are drawn into the danger of dying of 
misery and hunger (spiritual), far away from Jesus, who does not 
admit among His followers those who want to serve two masters. For 
these, wounded in spirit, lepers, paralytics, broken branches without 
the life-giving sap, may the Holy Year be a period of healing and 
amendment. . . 

“Oh, that this Holy Year could welcome also the great return to 
the one, true Church, awaited over the centuries, of so many who, 
though believing in Jesus Christ, are for various reasons separated 
from her... 

“Finally, may this Jubilee be the year of the great return of all 
mankind to the Divine plan.” 

After detailing the many blessings and benefits he hoped would 
flow from the observance of the Holy Year, the Holy Father exclaimed: 
“May all our sons and all men of good will lovingly undertake not 
to disappoint the hopes of the common Father, who holds up his hands 
to heaven in prayer that the new outpouring of Divine mercy upon the 
world may surpass all expectation... 
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“If the Jubilee is a time of extraordinary return for men, it will 
be for God an occasion for more generous and loving pardon. And 
who does not stand in need of God’s forgiveness? Although the Lord 
is ready to pardon, He does not dispense the sinner from the necessity 
of sincere repentance and due expiation. 

“Let the Holy Year, then, be chiefly a year of repentance and ex- 
piation. Interior and voluntary repentance, together with expiation, 
are the indispensable prerequisites of every human renovation. They 
signify a halt in the downward course; they express an acknowledg- 
ment of one’s own sins; they manifest the sincerity of one’s will. 


“The value of voluntary expiation is enhanced when it is collec- 
tive, and offered in union with the Chief Expiator of the sins of men, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. During this Holy Year, which recalls the 
expiation of Calvary, expiate, beloved sons, your own sins and those 
of others; bury all the past in sincere repentance, persuaded that if 
the present generation has been so grievously stricken by chastise- 
ments fashioned by its own hands, it is because it has sinned with 
great deliberation and wantonness... 

“Who will want to separate himself from this world of expiation, 
which has for its Head the Divine Crucified in person and embraces 
the entire Church Militant?...” 


During Holy Week, then, let us avail ourselves of the abundant 
graces flowing from the mysteries of our Savior’s Passion and Death. 
The Passion is the ever-flowing source of all mercy, grace, and salva- 
tion for mankind. All our spiritual goods must be derived from the 
Sacrifice of Christ. Therefore, the more closely we approach to Him 
in His sufferings, the more plentifully shall we partake of the mercy 
and grace which flow to us from His Sacred Wounds and Precious 
Blood. Let us draw waters of grace for ourselves and others from 
these life-giving Fountains by prayer and self-denial, by frequent and 
fervent reception of the Sacraments, by devout participation in the 
services of Holy Week, by meditation on the sufferings of Christ, and 
above all, by fervent assistance at Holy Mass, which is the very re- 
newal of the Sacrifice of Calvary; also by the faithful fulfilment of 
the conditions for gaining the Jubilee indulgence prescribed by the 
Holy Father and regulated by the Bishops for their respective dioceses, 
for those who will not have the privilege of going to Rome as Holy 
Year pilgrims. And let those who are able, have many Holy Masses 
offered for the intentions of the Holy Father, for the accomplishment 
of those abundant fruits which he hopes the whole world will derive 
from the Holy Year, and in reparation to the Sacred Heart for the 
sins and ingratitude of all men—ourselves included. 
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“ike Conse: the SD ymbol of Dubtation 


(Reflections for Good Friday) 


7? MANY persons, reference to the Cross 

and the Crucifix is unpleasant. It re- 
minds them of death and suffering. But to 

the sincere Christian, the Cross is the sym- 
bol of eternal hope and salvation. In it, as 
St. Paul exclaims in one of his Epistles, “is 
our salvation, life and resurrection.” Yes, 
as Christians, “we glory in the Cross of 
Christ.” No other symbol in the history of 
humankind means so much to us. None other 

has gathered about it so many memories of 
abiding truth and value. For the Cross is 
not only a symbol; it is a definite pledge and proof of man’s greatness 
and of his release from bondage. 

The Cross is a reminder to the Christian that some two thousand 
years ago the “Word was made flesh,” and for the space of thirty- 
three years dwelt amongst us, and then on the Holy Rood offered up 
His life’s Blood for our redemption from the slavery of sin and the 
devil, and for our regeneration to the life of grace and to eternal life. 

What, then, can compare in dignity, sublimity, and unchanging 
worth to the Cross? “Hail, holy Cross, our only hope!” The charac- 
teristic observance of Good Friday is the adoration of the holy Cross. 
This is an impressive drama of very ancient rite and of deep signifi- 
cance. Having finished the solemn prayers prescribed for the cere- 
monies of the day, the priest, holding the veiled Cross, faces the people 
and slowly uncovers the upper portion, then the right arm, and at last 
the whole Crucifix, the while he solemnly intones, each time in a higher 
voice, the verse: “Ecce lignum crucis, in quo salus mundi pependit!— 
Behold the wood of the Cross, on which hung the Savior of the world!” 
To this the choir responds: “Venite, adoremus! — Come, let us adore!” 
Then, laying the Cross on a cushion prepared for it before the altar, 
the priest takes off his shoes, and proceeds to adore the Cross, kneeling 
three times as he approaches it. In like manner the other clergy present 
adore the Cross, and afterwards the laity, while the soul-stirring re- 
proaches (addressed by Christ to the Jewish people) are sung. This 
impressive ceremony cannot but fill those present with thoughts of 
man’s Redemption and its PRICE: the Savior’s Death upon the Cross. 
Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has asked all to pray during the 
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present Jubilee or Holy Year “that it may be for all men a year of 
purification and sanctification, the year of the great return and of the 
great pardon.” What is more fitted to make it so than an understanding 
of the Cross? St. Thomas, one of the greatest Doctors of the Church, 
tells us that it was at the foot of the Cross that he learned all he knew. 
St. Paul proclaims that he glories in nothing but the Cross. 


We need the Cross today. The world has gloried too long in its 
own power and knowledge; it has followed its own devices; it has 
boasted of its wealth and progress. It has spurned the ignominy and 
degradation of the Cross, and it is now suffering the evil and bitter 
thing that comes to him who leaves the Lord, his God. There is re- 
demption for it only in the Cross. Ave, spes unica! — Hail, our only 
hope! The Cross is truly our hope. If the world is to return to days 
of peace and happiness, it must go to the Cross and again learn the 
lesson that It teaches. “If any man will come after Me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me.” These words 
spell agony, but they are the words of God. They are words of hope 
and courage and strength. St. Paul considered that all his tribulations 
were nothing compared to the glory that awaited him. Beyond Calvary 
is Olivet, the mount of the Ascension; it is only a step. It is only a 
step from the Cross to heaven. 


If we understood the Cross, we would find that in the hour of 
temptation it is our strength; in time of sorrow, it is our consolation. 
It will stand out, a bright, shining light, to guide us in the dark ways 
of life, even as it stood out in the preternatural darkness of the first 
Good Friday. Upon the Cross we must base our faith and hope, and 
from it we shall derive the strength and example to love even our 
enemies. It signifies light and wisdom, assurance of victory over the 
trials and troubles that must necessarily arise for us “poor banished 
children of Eve.” The Cross means triumph! When the Emperor 
Constantine was waging a losing battle against his enemies, he saw a 
radiant Cross in the heavens, with the words: IN THIS SIGN THOU 
SHALT CONQUER. He had the sacred Sign emblazoned on his 
banner, and conquer he did. In the Cross, we too shall conquer. In 
it lies the hope and triumph of humanity. Just as for Christ the 
Cross was a pillar of pain and shame, while at the same time it was 
His Standard of Victory, His Throne of Glory, so it gives us hope, 
the vision of glory and resurrection which will follow upon the suffer- 
ings and tribulations which surround us. 

The Cross is our surest weapon against the powers of darkness 
which threaten to engulf our civilization. “By the Sign of the Cross, 
deliver us from our enemies, 0 our God!” the Church prays. These 
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enemies are those who would harm us in the well-being of our bodily 
lives, those who would endanger our souls, any bad companions or 
friends, the producers of moral filth on the screen, on the air, in printed 
form; they are the devil and his wiles, our own lower nature and its 
downward drag. (Rev. Francis P. LeBuffe, S.J.) 

Let us, therefore, during this Holy Year, make the Cross a special 
object of our veneration. What a beautiful thing it would be, if the 
millions of Catholics in the United States would make it a daily practice 
each night to go down on their knees before a Crucifix and make an 
act of contrition, protesting their love for Him who died for love of 
them, pronouncing words of adoration and reparation for all the in- 
sults and blasphemies hurled against the Divine Majesty during the 
day! How such an act would purify, sanctify and ennoble the heart, 
lifting it up to the sweet embrace of the Savior! How it would redound 
to make this Holy Year the “year of the great return and the great 
pardon!” What mercy it would elicit for sinners from the Heart of 
Jesus! What graces of conversion it would win! What a means of 
salvation it would be for hardened souls! How it would help “restore 
all things in Christ!” 


A Special ‘“‘Premium’’ During the Holy Year 


; LTHOUGH we found it necessary some time ago to dis- 
= continue giving premiums for new subscriptions to 
: “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” we shall, during the months 
i; of April and May (the month of the Passion and that 

’ of the feast of the Finding of the Holy Cross) offer as 
a premium for each NEW subscription, a small double-barred cross 
which has been touched to a relic of the True Cross. We do this with 
the special intention of encouraging veneration of the holy Cross during 
this Holy Year of 1950, in order to help frustrate the efforts of the 
enemies of the Cross who are outdoing themselves, both by open per- 
secution and by most subtle means, in trying to banish God from every 
department of human life and activity. 

At the same time, we would like by this means to encourage our 
dear readers to help us to widen the sphere of influence of our maga- 
zine by increasing the number of its subscribers. You know, this is 
really the touchstone of success; for just as medicine, no matter how 
excellent, will benefit no one so long as it remains in the bottle, so a 
magazine cannot accomplish the good intended unless it is read; and 
the more widely it is read, the greater good it will accomplish. So, 
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to secure new subscribers would also be a very effective way of help- 
ing to realize the spiritual objectives of the Holy Year. 

A short while ago we were happily surprised to receive from one 
of our subscribers a check for ten dollars for ten new subscriptions 
—all to be sent to NON-CATHOLICS. This, the sender explained, was 
to be his special contribution toward the success of the Holy Year. 

We are all aware of the countless evils, of every shape and form, 
flooding the world at the present time—perhaps more than in any other 
century. Let us make no mistake about it—they all proceed from one 
source and all have the same author,—the devil. The human beings 
who seem directly responsible are only his tools and his agents. There- 
fore, the only way we can really combat these evils is to use spiritual 
weapons. One of the most powerful of these is the Cross. The devil 
fears nothing so much as the Cross of Christ, for it is the instrument 
of his most complete and humiliating defeat; and this defeat is re- 
newed each time the Cross is invoked or used against him. 


The little crosses we are of- 
fering for premiums (one for 
each NEW subscription — not 
for renewals) are replicas of 
the relic of the True Cross pre- 
served in the Benedictine 
Monastery at Scheyern, Ger- 
many, and have been touched 
to the relic. Many of our sub- 
scribers are already familiar 
with the Scheyern cross, which 
we offered as a premium some 
years ago, and many have been 
recipients of remarkable favors 
through the use of these 
crosses. Now we have had the 
good fortune to secure a new 
though limited supply. Each 
little cross will be accompanied 
by an explanatory leaflet, which 
also contains suitable prayers. 





May we suggest that you adopt the practice of giving a gift sub- 
scription to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” for the many occasions which 
present themselves: graduations, birthdays, weddings, ordinations, 
religious professions, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, etc. In this way 
you can secure many of the precious little Scheyern crosses, and these 
in themselves will make very suitable and appreciated gifts. 

Remember, this offer holds only for APRIL and MAY, and only 
for NEW subscriptions. 
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The Eucharist and the Death of Jesus 


(From the Writings of Blessed Peter Julian Eymard) 
Pe ee eg 


NDER whatever aspect we may consider the Holy 
Eucharist, It recalls to us in a striking manner the 
Death of Our Lord. It was on the eve of His 
Death that He instituted It, on the very night in 
which He was betrayed: “The Lord Jesus, on 
the night in which*He was betrayed, took bread. 
and, giving thanks. broke and said: “This is My 
Body which shall be given for you!’” (1 Cor. 
11:24.) The name that He gives It is “The Testament in His Blood.” 
—“This chalice is the new testament in My Blood” (Ibid. 11:25). The 
state of Jesus in the Eucharist is a state of death. He is without move- 
ment, without will, like one dead, who must be carried. Around Him 
reigns the silence of death. His altar is a tomb, for it contains the 
bones of martyrs. The Cross surmounts it. The Cross points it out 
as it points out tombs. The corporal that envelops the Sacred Host is 
another winding-sheet. When the priest vests for the Sacrifice, he puts 
on the insignia of death. All the sacred vestments are ornamented 
with crosses. He carries the sacred emblem on his breast and on his 
back. Always death, always the Cross. Such is the state of the Eucha- 
rist, considered in Itself. 

Considered as Sacrifice and as Communion, It is still death, and 
even in a more sensible manner. The priest pronounces the sacra- 
mental words separately over the matter of the bread and that of the 
wine, so that by the strict force of these words, the Body is separated 
from the Blood, and that is death. If death does not really take place, 
it is because the glorious and resuscitated state of Jesus Christ is op- 
posed thereto. He assumes, however, death as far as He can; He takes 
the state of death, and we behold Him as the Lamb immolated for us. 
Thus it is that Jesus Christ, by His mystical Death, continues the Sac- 
rifice of the Cross, thereby renewed thousands of times for the sins of 
the world, 

In Communion, the Savior’s Death is consummated. The heart 
of the communicant becomes His tomb, for with the dissolving of the 
Sacred Species under the action of natural heat, the sacramental state 
ceases. Jesus Eucharistic then lives no longer in us corporally; it is 
the death of the Sacrament, the consuming of the Holocaust. 

O glorious tomb in the heart of the just! Tomb of ignominy in 
the heart of the sinner! In the first, Our Lord, in losing His Sacra- 
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mental Being, leaves His Divinity, His Holy Spirit, and thereby a germ 
of resurrection; but in the guilty heart, Jesus does not survive, the end 
of the Eucharist is frustrated. Communion then becomes a profanation. 

. It is an unjust and violent death inflicted on Our Lord, crucified by 
new executioners. 
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© Thou memorial of Our Lord’s own dying, O living Bread, to mortals life supplying! 
Make Thou my soul henceforth on Thee to live. Ever a taste of heavenly sweetness give. 


Why did Our Lord wish to establish so close a relation between 
the Sacrament of the Eucharist and His Death? First, in order to re- 
call to us what this Sacrament cost Him. The Eucharist is, indeed, 
the fruit of Jesus’ Death. The Eucharist is a testament, a legacy, which 
can ‘go into effect only by the death of the testator. To legalize His 
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testament, Jesus had to die. Whenever, then, we are before the Holy 
Eucharist, we ought to say: This precious Legacy cost Jesus Christ 
His life. And that shows us His immense love, for He has Himself 


declared that there is no greater proof of love than to give one’s life ' 


for one’s friends. Jesus, dying in order to leave to me, in order to 
win for me, the Eucharist—behold the supreme mark of His love! 
How many think of this price of the Eucharist? And yet Jesus is 
there in order to tell it to us. But like unnatural children, we care 
only to use and to enjoy our riches, without thinking of Him who 
acquired them for us at the cost of His life. 

In the second place, Jesus established that close relation between 
His Sacrament and His Death, in order to repeat to us incessantly 
what ought to be the effects of the Eucharist in us. The first is, to 
make us die to sin and to our evil inclinations. The second is, to make 
us die to the world, and to crucify us with Jesus Christ, according 
to this word of St. Paul: “For the world is crucified to me, and I to 
the world!” The third is, to make us die to ourselves, to our tastes, 
to our desires, to our senses, in order to clothe us with Jesus Christ 
in such a way that He may live in us, and that we may be His mem- 
bers, docile to His will. 

It is, lastly, that we may participate in His glorious Resurrection. 
Jesus Christ, so to say, sows Himself in us. The Holy Spirit will vivify 
that Germ, and by It give us new life, but a life glorious and unending. 
Such are some of the reasons that led Jesus Christ to surround with 
the insignia of death this Sacrament of Life, this Sacrament in which 
His love triumphs. 

He wishes to place constantly before our eyes the price we cost 
Him, and what we ought to do to correspond to His love. “O Lord!” 
let us say to Him with the Church, “Thou hast left us in Thy admirable 
Sacrament so lively a remembrance of Thy Passion, grant that we 
may treat the Sacred Mystery of Thy Body and Blood with such 
respect as to deserve to experience constantly in ourselves the fruits 
of Thy Redemption!”— (“The Real Presence”) 
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The Forgiveness of Injuries, a Means of 
Escaping Purgatory 


Se ice mets ceed 


St. Peter in his fiery zeal drew a sword in defense of 
his Master, and cut off the ear of Malchus, one of the 
servants of the High Priest, who had joined the band 
sent under the leadership of Judas. St. Luke alone men- 
tions the miracle which Our Lord wrought in favor of the 
poor servant, who may have had no faith in Him and may even have 
been actuated by a hatred which would have been natural in one who 
heard Him so continually censured and spoken against by his own 
master. After reproving and warning St. Peter, St. Luke tells us that 
Our Lord, “answering, said, ‘Suffer ye thus far.’ And when He had 
touched his ear, He healed him.” It is as if He asked leave of His 
enemies to work this miraculous cure, in order that no traces might 
remain of the intemperate violence of His Apostle. 





The miracle may have been wrought partly out of Our Lord’s 
unfailing and ineffable tenderness of heart. But it is probable that His 
chief motive was rather to show His entire want of all animosity or 
anger against His enemies, and to set us an example of that perfect 
forgiveness of injuries and insults which does not stop short at simple 
pardon, but adds to it any sort of active kindness or charity of which 
the case admits. It has been sometimes said of the saints that the 
way to secure the utmost possible kindness from them was to do them 
some injury. Our Lord in this miracle seems to have acted on the 
principle thus attributed to the saints. He went out of His way, so 
to say, to heal this poor man, and this seems to be the only instance 
recorded of His having worked a miracle in favor of one who was 
hostile to Him at the time, and bent on His destruction. 

At the very moment of the beginning of His Passion, when He 
was treated with such great indignities and insults, when His enemies 
were about to put Him in chains and drag Him so cruelly to the tri- 
bunals of Annas and Caiphas, He took occasion to use His miraculous 
power for the last time before His death, not to serve Himself or even 
to deliver His Apostles—though the miracle may have had some 
effect in making the leaders of the armed band listen to His injunction 
to let them go—but to staunch the wound and restore the lost member 
of one of His bitter enemies. 
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This striking example of Our Lord holds many lessons for us. 
But it especially suggests to us one of the most efficacious means of 
escaping the sufferings of purgatory. Holy writers mention certain 
practices and virtues as having a particular efficacy to shield us from 
the danger of incurring the severe punishments of purgatory. It will 
be useful to consider the miracle wrought on Malchus from this view- 
point, because it suggests one of those practices which carry a, special 
promise of Our Lord. Our Lord teaches us in the “Our Father” to 
pray that we be forgiven as we ourselves forgive; and He also promised 
distinctly that if we forgive, we shall also be forgiven. 


When Our Lord speaks of the forgiveness of sins in the Gospel, 
He speaks of it in the fullest and most complete sense of the word. 
That is, He speaks of that entire forgiveness granted by God, which 
not only absolves the sinner from the guilt of sin and from its eternal 
consequences of separation from Him, but which also remits the tem- 
poral punishment due to sin, whether in this world or the next. We 
have Our Lord’s own word that it is in our power, with the help of 
His grace, entirely to cancel the debt of satisfaction which we may 
owe to His justice for our sins; and that the means by which we may 
do this is the perfect forgiveness on our part of the all the trespasses 
committed against us by others. 


From this it is very clear that our forgiveness of others must be 
as ample and unreserved and ungrudging as that which we ourselves de- 
sire to receive from God. It is often the case that we forgive an injury, 
or a harsh and insulting word, or even a grave act of injustice and 
wrong, so far as is absolutely necessary in order not to lose the grace 
of God; that is, we do not bear malice or wish the person who has 
injured us any wrong. But we are unable to show the offender any 
greater marks of charity than are the absolute duty of one Christian 
toward another. We are not ready to exert ourselves for the person, 
as Our Lord exerted Himself for Malchus, or to do for him any extra- 
ordinary and unusual charity. Such forgiveness may be enough to 
satisfy the commandment of God, but it is not enough to win the 
abundant and overwhelming grace which is in store for those who, 
from their hearts, love those who have injured them, for the sake of 
Our Lord, and as being their own great benefactors. In order to do 
this, we have need of very great grace. It is this kind of forgiveness 
that has the power of absolutely cancelling the debt of punishment 
which we may owe for our sins. For those who, with all their heart, 
forgive their enemies, must be very closely united to God. They are, 
indeed, His true children, and may expect from Him the treatment of 
a kind, loving Father who fully pardons all their transgressions. 











First Witnessess of the Resurrection 


SREB 


“Tell us, OQ Mary! what sawest thou on the way? 

“I saw the sepulchre of the living Christ; I saw the 
glory of Him that had risen. 

“I saw the angels that were the witnesses; I saw 
the winding-sheet and the cloth. 

“Christ, my hope, hath risen! He shall go before 
you into Galilee.” (Sequence, Mass of Easter Sunday.) 


‘ N THE beautiful words of this Sequence, the Church pro- 

~* claims to us, through the lips of St. Mary Magdalen, the 

Mystery which forms the keystone of our Catholic Faith. 

It was through Magdalen and her two companions that the 

apostolate of the grandest mystery of Our Savior’s life 

upon earth began. These devoted women had accom- 

panied their Master even to the Cross and to the tomb, 

whereas all the Apostles save John had abandoned Him. 

And therefore the risen Jesus rewarded their love by appearing to them 

even before He appeared to His Apostles. Because of the preroga- 

tive conferred upon Mary Magdalen of announcing to the Apostles 

the Resurrection of Christ, the Church calls her the “Apostle of the 

Apostles” and accords her the distinctive honor of praying the Credo 

in the Mass on her feast day. 

Let us read the beautiful Gospel story of the Resurrection as 
amplified by Dom Gueranger, 0.S.B., the Abbot of Solesmes: 

“Yesterday, when sunset proclaimed to the Jews the end of the 

great Sabbath and the commencement of the Sunday, Magdalen and 

her companions went into the city and bought perfumes, wherewith 

this morning. at break of day, they purpose embalming the Body of 
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their dear Master. They have spent a sleepless night. Before the dawn 
of day, Magdalen, Mary (the mother of James), and Salome, are on 
the road that leads to Calvary, for the sepulchre is there. So intent 
are they on the one object that it never occurs to them, until it is toe 
late, to provide for the removing of the heavy stone which closes the 
sepulchre. There is the seal, too, of the Governor, which must be 
broken before they can enter; there are the soldiers who are keeping 
guard; these difficulties are quite overlooked. It is early day-break 
when they reach the tomb. The first thing that attracts their attention 
is, that the stone has been removed, so that one can see into the sepul- 
chre. The angel of the Lord, who had received the mission to roll 
back the stone, is seated on it, as upon a throne; he thus addresses the 
three holy women, who are speechless from astonishment and fear: 
‘Be not affrighted! Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified: He 
is risen, He is not here.’ Then, encouraging them to enter the sepul- 
chre, he adds: ‘Behold the place where they laid Him!’ (Mark 16:6.) 


“These words should fill them with joy: but no; their faith is 
weak, and, as the Evangelist says, ‘a trembling and fear seize them.’ 
The dear Remains they are in search of are gone: the angel tells them 
so. His saying that Jesus is risen fails to awaken their faith in the 
Resurrection: they had hoped to find the Body! While in the sepul- 
chre, two other angels appear to them, and the place is filled with 
light. St. Luke tells us that Magdalen and her companions ‘bowed 
down their heads,’ for they were overpowered with fear and disappoint- 
ment. Then the angels said to them: “Why seek ye the Living with the 
dead? Remember how He spake unto you, when He was yet in Galilee, 
saying: “The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful 
men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again!” (Luke 24:5,6,7.) 
These words make some impression upon the holy women, and they 
begin to remember something of what Our Lord had said of His Resur- 
rection. ‘Go!’ said one of the angels, ‘tell His disciples and Peter that 
He is going before you into Galilee’ (Mark 16:7). 

“The three women leave the sepulchre and return with haste to the 
city; they are full of fear, and yet there is an irresistible feeling of 
joy mingled with their fear. They relate what they have seen: they 
have seen angels, and the sepulchre open, and noticed that Jesus’ Body 
was not there. All three agree in their account; but the Apostles, as 
the Evangelist tells us, set it down to womanish excitement: “Their 
words seem idle tales and they believe them not’ (Luke 24:11). The 
Resurrection, of which their Divine Master had so clearly and so often 
spoken, never once crosses their mind. It is particularly to Peter and 


John that Magdalen relates the wonderful things she has seen and 
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heard; but her own faith is still so weak! She went with the intention 
of embalming the Body of Jesus, and she found it not! She can 
speak of nothing but her disappointment: “They have taken away the 
Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid 
Him!’ (John 20:2.) 

“Peter and John determine to go, themselves, to the sepulchre. 
They enter. They see the ‘linen cloths lying’ upon the slab whereon 
the Body of Jesus had been placed; but the Angels, who are now keep- 
ing guard in the holy cave, appear not to them. St. John tells us 
that this was the moment he received the faith in the Resurrection: he 
believes... As soon as Peter and John have returned, Magdalen has- 
tens once more to the tomb of her dear Master. A soul like hers, ever 
earnest, and now tormented with anxiety, cannot endure to rest. Where 
is the Body of Jesus? Perhaps being insulted by His enemies? Having 
reached the door of the sepulchre, she bursts into tears. Looking in, 
she sees two angels, seated at either end of the slab on which her Jesus 
had been laid. They speak to her, for she knows not what to say: 
“Woman! why weepest thou?’ She answers: “Because they have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him.’ 


“Without waiting for the angels to reply, she turns as though she 
would leave the sepulchre, when lo! she sees a man standing before 
her, and this man is Jesus. But she does not recognize Him: she is in 
search of the dead Body of her Lord; she is absorbed in the resolution 
of giving It a second burial! Her love distracts her, for it is a love 
that is not guided by faith; her desire to find Him as she thinks Him 
to be blinds her from seeing Him as He really is—living, and near 
her. 

“Jesus, with His wonted condescension, speaks to her: ‘Woman! 
why weepest thou? Whom seekest thou?’ Magdalen recognizes not 
this veice; her heart is dulled by an excessive and blind sentiment of 
grief; her spirit does not as yet know Jesus. Her eyes are fixed upon 
Him; but her imagination persuades her that this man is the gardener, 
who has care of the ground about the sepulchre. She thinks within 
herself, ‘This, perhaps, is he who has taken away my Jesus!’ and there- 
upon she thus speaks to Him: ‘Sir, if thou hast taken Him hence, tell 
me where thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away’ (John 20:15). 
How is our loving Redeemer to withstand this? If He praised her 
for the love she showed Him in the pharisee’s house, we may be sure 
He will now reward this affectionate simplicity. A single word, spoken 
to her with the tone of voice she so well understood, is enough: ‘Mary!’ 
—‘Master!’ exclaims the delighted and humble Magdalen. All is now 
clear: she believes. 
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“She rushes forward: she would kiss those sacred feet, as on the 
happy day when she received her pardon, but Jesus stays her; this 
is not the time for such a demonstration of affection. Magdalen, the 
first witness of the Resurrection, is to be raised, in reward of her 
love, to the high honor of publishing the great mystery. It is not 
fitting that the Blessed Mother should reveal the secret favor she has 
received from her Son: Mag- 
dalen is to proclaim what 
she has seen and heard at 
the sepulchre, and become, 
as the holy Fathers express 
it, the Apostle of the very 
Apostles. Jesus says to her: 
‘Go to My brethren, and say 
to them: I ascend to My 
Father and your Father, to 
My God and your God’ 
(John 20:16)... 


“Magdalen loses no time 
in doing her Master’s bid- 
ding. She hastens back to 
the city, and having come to 
the disciples, says to them: 
‘I have seen the Lord, and 
these things He said to me.’ 
But as yet they have not 
faith... 


“Meanwhile, Magdalen’s 
two companions, Salome 
and Mary, the mother of 
James, are following her, 

‘“*Rabboni!’’ though slowly and at some 
distance, to Jerusalem. Jesus 
meets them, and greets them, saying: ‘All hail!’ Overcome with joy, 
they fall down and adore Him, and kiss His sacred feet. It is the 
third apparition; and they that are favored with it are permitted to do 
what was denied to the more favored and fervent Magdalen. Before 
the day is over, Jesus will show Himself to those whom He has chosen 
as the heralds of His glory; but He first wishes to honor those generous 
women who, braving every danger, and triumphing over the weakness 
of their sex, were more faithful to Him, in His Passion, than the men 
He had so highly honored as to make them His Apostles. 
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“When He was born in the stable at Bethlehem, the first He called 
to worship Him in His crib were some poor shepherds; He sent His 
angels to invite them to go to Him, before He sent the star to call the 
Magi. So now—when He has reached the summit of His glory, put 
the finish to all His works by His Resurrection, and confirmed our 
faith in His Divinity by the most indisputable miracle—He does not 
begin by instructing and enlightening His Apostles, but by instructing, 
consoling, and most affectionately honoring these humble but coura- 
geous women.”— (Liturgical Year, Paschal Time, Easter Sunday.) 


“Nor must we be surprised that women were the first to form, 
around the Son of God, the Church of believers, the Church resplendent 
with the brightness of the Resurrection: it is the continuation of the 
Divine plan, the commencement of which we have already respectfully 
studied. It was by woman that the work of God was marred in the 
beginning; He willed that it should be repaired by woman. On the 
day of the Annunciation, we found the second Eve making good by 
her own obedience the disobedience of the first; and now, at Easter, 
God honors Magdalen and her companions in preference even to the 
Apostles. We repeat it: these facts show us not so much a personal 
favor conferred upon individuals, as the restoration of woman to her 
lost dignity. 

“The woman,’ says St. Ambrose, ‘was the first to taste the food 
of death; she is destined to be the first witness of the Resurrection. By 
proclaiming this mystery, she will atone for her fault; therefore is it 
that she, who heretofore had announced sin to man, was sent by the 
Lord to announce the tidings of salvation to men, and to make known 
to them His grace.’ Others of the holy Fathers speak in the same strain. 
They tell us that God, in the distribution of the gifts of His grace, gives 
woman the first place. And in what happened at the Resurrection, they 
recognize not merely an act of the supreme will of the Master, but, 
moreover, a well-deserved reward for the love Jesus met with from 
these humble women; a love which He did-not receive from His 
Apostles, though He had treated them, for the last three years of His 
life, with every mark of intimacy and affection, and had every right 
to expect them to be courageous in their devotedness towards Him. 


“Magdalen stands as a queen amidst her holy companions. She 
is most dear to Jesus; she has loved Him more than did all the rest 
of His friends; she has been more heart-broken at seeing Him suffer; 
she has been more earnest in paying honor to the sacred Body of her 
buried Master. She is well-nigh beside herself until she has found 
Him; and when she at length meets Him and finds Jesus Himself, still 
living, and still full of love for Magdalen, she could die for very joy! 
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She would show Him her delight, but Jesus checks her, saying: “Touch 
Me not! for I am not yet ascended to My Father!’ 

“Jesus is no longer subject to the conditions of mortality. True, 
His human nature will be eternally united to His Divine nature; but 
His Resurrection tells the faithful soul that His relations with her are 
no longer the same as before. During His mortal life, He suffered 
Himself to be approached as man; there was little in His exterior to 
indicate His Divinity; but now His eternal splendor gleams through 
His very Body, and bespeaks the Son of God. Henceforth, then, we 
must see Him with the heart rather than with the eye, and offer Him 
a respectful love, rather than one of sentiment, however tender. He 
allowed Magdalen to touch Him so long as she was weak in her con- 
version, and He Himself was mortal; but now she must aspire to that 
highest spiritual good, which is the life of the soul—Jesus, in the 
bosom of the Father. 

“In her first estate, Magdalen is the type of the soul when com- 
mencing its search after Jesus. But her love needs a transformation: 
it is ardent, but not wise; so that the angel has to chide her: ‘Why,’ 
says he, ‘seekest thou the living among the dead?’ The time is come 
for her to ascend to something more perfect, and seek in spirit Him 
who is Spirit. . 

“Jesus says to Magdalen: ‘I am not yet ascended to My Father!’ 
as though He would say: ‘The mark of love thou wouldst show Me 
is not what I now wish to receive from thee. When I have ascended 
into heaven, and thou art there with Me, the sight of My human nature 
shall be no obstacle to thy soul’s vision of My Divinity; then thou 
shalt embrace Me!’ Magdalen takes in the lesson of her dear Master; 
she loves Him more, because her love is spiritualized. After His As- 
cension, she retires into the holy cave. There she lives, pondering upon 
all the mysteries of her Jesus’ life. Her love feeds on the memory of 
all He has done for her, from His first word which converted her, to 
the favor He showed her on the morning of His Resurrection. Each 
day she advances in the path of perfect love. The angels visit and 
console her. Her probation completed, she follows her Jesus to 
heaven, where she lavishes on Him the ardor of her love in an un- 
restrained and eternal embrace.” (Ibid, Reflections for Easter Thursday.) 


Mary, the Mother of Christ, was the gate through which salvation 
came to the world. As she shared most intimately in all the mysteries 
of her Divine Son, so too there seems to be no reason to doubt that 
she was the first to share the knowledge and the joy of His Resurrec- 
tion. But it was given to Magdalen to be the messenger of the Resur- 
rection, and to fill the world with joy at its tidings. Let us ask these 
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two most privileged confidants of Christ to obtain for us the grace to 
celebrate Easter in a most worthy and fruitful manner, and to share 
in the fulness of joy which was theirs on seeing the Victim of Calvary 
gloriously transformed into the Victor crowned with immortality. 














PE TTT THHiii2 


Feast of the Solemnity of St. Fosepb 


On April 26th, the Church will pay special homage to St. Joseph 
as her glorious Patron and Protector. In these grave times, when the 
powers of darkness are gathering all their forces to hurl them against 
the Church, in a vain endeavor to bring about her downfall, let us not 
fail to call upon St. Joseph most earnestly and insistently to come to her 
aid and to frustrate the work of her enemies. But let us remember that 
if we wish him to interpose for us, for our families, for the Church, 
and for the whole world, we must, by the practice of Christian virtues, 
by filial devotion and frequent exercises of piety toward St. Joseph, 
render ourselves worthy of his special help and protection. 








In your charity, do not forget the 


War-Sufferers of Europe 
whose urgent need for 
food, clothing, medicine, and other necessities, 
still offers a challenge to the self-sacrificing charity of 


our American Catholics. 


May we plead that those who are able continue their help 
in the form of alms and clothing to be forwarded to the needy 


priests, Sisters and lay persons who call upon us for aid? 


Benedictine Sisters of* Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Lord’s Prayer 


Continued 


Devoutly explained by the Venerable Louis De Ponte, S.J. (1554-1624) 
and translated from the Spanish original by the Rev. J.M.T. 


(Copyrighted 1950) 


IV. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD 


1. In the first place I shall consider what kind of bread we ask 
of God in this petition; for we do not ask of Him any kind of bread 
(or food), but the supersubstantial* and most excellent bread. 


We ask of Him, first of all, the bread which sustains and comforts 
the spirit, namely, the most holy Sacrament of the Altar; beseeching 
Him to make us worthy of receiving It, and so to dispose us that we 
may be able to receive It every day sacramentally, or at least spiritually, 
so that we may obtain the fruits of the Sacrament and the innumerable 
graces that are communicated to us through It. 


O Bread of Life, that didst come down from heaven to give life 
to the world, give Thyself to me that I may live through Thee and in 
Thee, forever united with Thee. Amen. (“I am the living Bread which 
came down from heaven. If any man eat of this Bread, he shall live 
forever.”—John 6:51,52.) 


Secondly, we ask for the ordinary sustenance of the soul, namely, 
the graces by which the spiritual life is conserved. These comprise 
the sacraments, the inspirations and the illuminations of the Holy 
Spirit, the knowledge of the Divine mysteries, and that bread of which 
Our Lord said: “My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me” 
(John 4:34). 

O most loving Father, since Thou commandest me to live a heaven- 
ly life, doing Thy will on earth as it is done in heaven, give me these 
two heavenly breads for the conservation of so pure a life, so that | 
may attain to the eternal life. Amen. 


Thirdly, we ask for the bread and the sustenance necessary for the 
conservation of the life of the body; for God wishes us to conserve this 
life and to pray for this bread, not with excessive solicitude, but with 
that confidence which we must have in His Providence. —And through 


*“Give us this day our supersubstantial bread,” says St. Matthew 
(6:11), although in some ancient manuscripts of the Vulgate “daily” 
is found instead of “supersubstantial,’’ — which means literally ‘‘ex- 
cellent above all substances.’”’ St. Luke has “daily” in all the manu- 
scripts. (Translator.) 
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all this He reminds us that we are His sons and His little children, 
and that we depend on the sustenance our Father gives us, without 
whose Providence we cannot earn it by our own strength. 

2. In the second place, I shall consider the word OUR. This 
sovereign bread really belongs to God, for it comes from Him. He 
“kneads” it; so to speak, and He distributes it. Yet He wants us to call 
it ours, because it is made in view of our necessity. Our Redeemer 
purchased it for us and gave us the right, based on His merits, to ask 
for it; and, as a matter of fact it is already ours in virtue of His 
promises. 

Because the Divine bread is differently prepared for the angels 
of heaven and for men on earth, for the imperfect and the perfect, 
1 ask of Thee, O Lord, our bread for all—the bread suited to our 
nature and capacity and profitable for our salvation. As for the bodily 
bread, I do not ask for the bread belonging to others, nor for super- 
fluous bread, gratifying the flesh beyond due measure, but for “our 
bread” —the bread due us by reason of our need of it, if we are to 
live and spend our lives in Thy service. 


3. In the third place, I shall weigh the word DAILY: 

I do not ask of Thee, O Lord, the extraordinary portion Thou art 
wont to bestow on Thy special friends, for 1 do not consider myself 
worthy of such a favor,—but that ordinary daily ration without which 
my soul cannot live and advance in its spiritual life, and my body 
cannot subsist. As to favors that are extraordinary, I abandon myself 
to Thy Providence and to the sweet dispositions of Thy eternal decrees. 


4. In the fourth place I shall consider the word GIVE US. This 
signifies that I do not ask for bread for myself alone, but for all men; 
for all are my brethren, united with me in the bonds of charity or in 
the unity of nature, even if they be my enemies. For by so doing, 
I obey Our Lord, who said: “Pray for them that persecute you” 
(Matt. 5:44), and who gives me to understand that, if I see my enemy 
hungry, I must give him to eat. (Rom. 12:20; Prov. 25:21.) 


5. Finally, I shall dwell on the expression THIS DAY. Christ 
does not tell us to say: “give us bread today and tomorrow,” but only 
“today,” because He wants us to ask for it every day, to betake our- 
selves to prayer every day, and to understand that every day we depend 
on God. Consequently, I should not be anxious about tomorrow, 
for there may be no morrow for me. For this same reason God com- 
manded the Israelites to gather each morning no more manna than 
was needed for the day (Ex. 16:4) ; He wanted to keep them depending 
on His Providence. 
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As a matter of fact, however, we ask, too, for the supernatural 
bread for “today”—taking this term in the sense given it by St. Paul 
(Heb. 3:13), namely, our whole span of life, which is but one day when 
compared to eternity. 

O heavenly Father, give me this bread copiously for today and 
forever, but give it in such a way that I may live and ptay today as 
if there were to be no other day for me. Be' te ‘condbated 





Recourse to Our Blessed Mother of Sorrows 
—ih- 


OUBTLESS all the world knows by this time of the 
marvelous apparitions at Fatima in 1917 and the im- 
portant revelation for the world by the all-loving 
Virgin-Mother of God. To avert severe infliction of 
Divine Justice through wars and other calamities for 
the widespread impiety and materialism, she urges us 
to distinct penance and humble prayer, especially the 
Rosary devotion, assuring the faithful of her powerful 
protection and help in the struggle, and recommending 
the wearing of her scapular. 

Very significant was her appearance as the Mother 
of Sorrows. The Church honors and calls upon her in 
the mystery of her Seven Dolors by two feasts every 
year, one of which is the Friday after Passion Sunday. 

There are religious congregations of men and 
women dedicated to the Mother of Sorrows. But there 
is also a pious universal Apostolate of Salvation under 
her pelibaiibiais and name, intended for everyone, called the Associa- 
tion of Our Lady of Sorrows for a Happy Death. It was founded in 
1908 under Pope Pius X, as if in presentiment of the world’s crucial 

sorrows in the near World War II, now still afflicting all nations. 

This apostolate is accommodated to all without exception. Its 

scope is the salvation of all: the just and the sinful, under the motto: 

“Live holy—die happy!’’ Enriched with bounteous spiritual favors 
by all the recent Popes,—it is so easy for all that even children may 
readily be members as there are no Obligations and no required dues. 





For leafiets of information (sent free) and in several languages, 
and for membership, write any of the following Promoter-Directors: 


Franciscan Fathers, Pulaski, Wis., or 
Rev. Cyril Mitera, O.F.M., 3140 Meramec St., St. Louis 18, Mo. or 
Rev. Fintan M. Bru, O.S.B., St. Benedict, La. 

In Canada: Rev. Rene Gauthier, P.S.M., Charlemagne, P.Q., Canada. 
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In Deed and in Truth 
Saat Seats Mat Sal 


) WELVE men reclined about a table. Upon it were the 
remnants of a solemn banquet. It was the end of the 
Paschal meal; now only some wafers of bread and 
wine were left. Twelve men, One of whom was more 
than a man, were about to live one of the holiest hours 
this world would ever know. Jesus, the God-man, with 
the awful fate of His Passion already marking His forehead in anti- 
cipated agony, smiled kindly upon the rest, for they knew not what 
was to occur. They could only sense a vague fear, like that preceding 
some calamity. There was silence. And He who was more than man 
took bread, and broke, and blessed it, saying: THIS IS MY BODY. 
And He gave It to those eleven and they ate. That was the first Holy 
Mass and the first Holy Communion, the first of an unbroken series 
which shall reach out unto eternity. 

His own Body and Blood He had given them in the plenitude of 
His Divine Power. This was the Sacrament of Love, this giving of 
His very Self for their nourishment. This was the Sacrament of 
Charity, whereby He would remain till the end of time with the 
children of men. 





And then, Gethsemane! Cold rivulets of sweat and blood streamed 
down the face and all the limbs of the Man in agony. The terror of 
the night weighed upon Him and well-nigh crushed His Soul. For 
His dread Passion was at hand. He must suffer, and His human nature 
shrank from the ordeal: “Father,” He cried, “if it be possible, let this 
chalice pass from Me”... But immediately He added: “Not My will, 
but Thine be done!” For this too was part of the Sacrament of 
Charity. All for love! Christ was LOVE, and He proved it, and 
showed forth in the reality of deed His own explanation of great love: 
“Greater love no man hath than this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends.” He died the bitter death of Calvary. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ stopped at no sacrifices in His efforts to 
afford us salvation, in His burning, yearning desire to show the extent 
of His love! But how far short do we often fall in our gratitude! Of 
all the sacred treasures bequeathed to us by our blessed Savior as 
most infallible and inexhaustible channels of Divine grace, there is 
none comparable to the Most Holy Eucharist. None, therefore, is 
more deserving of our gratitude and worship. Souls who love the 
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Blessed Sacrament, and who appreciate the living presence of Christ 
in their midst, try to honor Him by their fervent attendance at Holy 
Mass, their loving reception of Holy Communion, their devout assist- 
ance at Eucharistic devotions, and by frequent visits to His Sacramental 
Presence, as well as by promoting in every way possible those organiza- 
tions which foster devotedness to the Sacrament of Love. 


In the chapels of the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, 
the perpetual exposition and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, con- 
tinued day and night, is a solemn and official form of homage to make 
some return to our Eucharistic God for the gift of Himself. It is a 
grateful acknowledgment of the benefits He has bestowed upon man- 
kind, and a petition to implore the outpouring of His graces upon the 
world, that at length His kingly dominion may be extended to every 
soul, the reality of His presence acknowledged, and worthy honor 
paid to His Divine Majesty. The erection and maintenance of these 
Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration entails heavy expenses, which the 
Sisters, regrettably, cannot meet alone. A wonderful opportunity, 
therefore, is here given to those who wish to express their love and 
gratitude to our Eucharistic God, not by mere words, but by deeds. 
Especially are contributions welcomed for the recently erected Chapel 
of the Holy Spirit in Kansas City, Missouri, which carries a heavy 
debt. 

The liturgy of Holy Week and Easter puts before us the many 
loving deeds which the friends of Our Lord showed Him during His 
bitter Passion and Death. We are reminded of Mary Magdalen who 
manifested her love by the precious ointment with which she anointed 
the Body of Jesus, both before and after His Death. We see the touch- 
ing solicitude of Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus in buying costly 
linens and spices for His burial, and providing the tomb; likewise 
that of the holy women, who generously contributed to His everyday 
needs during His public life, sought to console Him in His sufferings, 
and bought expensive perfumes and embalming spices to show honor 
to His holy Body after death. These good souls were not profuse in 
their words and promises, but they were quick and generous in the 


deeds of love which they showed their beloved Master. 


Do you not also wish to offer to Our Lord an expression of love 
and gratitude for His abiding Presence with us? You can do it by 
making an offering to His new Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration. 
This will be a most excellent way to express your GRATITUDE for 
His abiding Presence, which has been to you the source of untold 
blessings. It will help COMPENSATE for the humiliations and suf- 
ferings heaped upon Him particularly during His Passion, and will 
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be a REPARATION for the insults and sacrileges of which He is so 
often the Victim in the Sacrament of Love. It will be a PETITION, 
united with the prayers of the Sister-Adorers, and with the unceasing 
supplications of Jesus Himself, enthroned upon the altar and always 
making supplication to His Father in heaven. What more powerful 
prayer and supplication than that of Our Lord Himself to avert im- 
pending calamities and to atone for continual outrages against God, 
to impetrate God’s mercy and favor? Your offering will be, moreover, 
a work of apostolic ZEAL, to draw souls to God through the con- 
tinuance of the Perpetual Adoration. 

Our Lord has chosen this lowly Eucharistic state to win our hearts 
and give us the opportunity to minister to His Divine Person even 
as those privileged souls who contributed to His support during life 
and lavished on Him loving and devoted charity in Death. 


Spiritual Benefits to Benefactors 


All benefactors share in the good works of the Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration; that is, in the Holy Masses, Communions, adoration by 
day and night, choir services, Benedictions, and countless other good 
works of the religious life. As a special token of gratitude, those who 
give $100.00 or more to this cause may have their initials engraved 
on the beautiful exposition monstrance made in honor of the Holy 
Spirit. An offering of $10.00 merits having one’s own name, or the 
name of another, inscribed in the Golden Book, a precious volume 
which rests near the Exposition Throne. Those who give only a lesser 
sum are likewise gratefully remembered in the prayers and good works 
of the Sisters, and may we not believe that their names, too, will be 
engraved in the hands and Heart of Christ as a token of His own 
everlasting remembrance and gratitude! 

“Let us love not in word, neither with the tongue, but in deed 
and in truth!” (1 John 3:18.) 


A Gift of Gratitude 

A kind benefactor, in sending an offering for the Sanctuary of the 
Holy Spirit, wrote: 

“My special intention in making this offering is in thanksgiving to 
Jesus for having instituted the Holy Eucharist, whereby He will remain 
with us to the end of time, as He said; in thanksgiving for the privilege 
of receiving Him in Holy Communion; in thanksgiving to Him for 
His great condescension in coming to us; and for the grace to remain 
faithful to Him always.” 


Offerings may be sent to:— 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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‘‘Wait Here and Watch with Me!’’ 
~+-00-4— 


OR thirty-three years Jesus had longed for the hour when 
He would sacrifice His life for the salvation of the world, in 
an act of most perfect obedience and love for His Heavenly 
Father. But now that the hour was at hand, His human 
nature shrank from the terrible ordeal, and as He made His way to 
Gethsemane with His Apostles on that night which was to inaugurate 
His Passion, He “began to be saddened and exceedingly troubled,” as 
the Evangelist tells us. In the immeasurable anguish which over- 
whelmed Him, Jesus felt the need of human companionship and sym- 
pathy. Therefore, leaving eight of the eleven faithful Apostles at the 
entrance to the garden, He took with Him the favored three—Peter, 
James and John — who had so often shared intimate confidences not 
granted to the others. 
Then, separating Him- 
self even from these 
companions, He said to 
them: ‘‘My soul is sad, 
even unto death. Wait 
here and watch with 
Me” (Matt. 44:38). 
Going forward a little 
farther, He prostrated 
on the ground, and al- 
lowed the full flood of 
suffering and anguish to 
flow over His Soul. For 
a long time He wrestled 
with this awful trial, 
thrice imploring His 
Heavenly Father that if 
possible this chalice 
might pass from Him. 
Thrice He sought the 
company of His three 
beloved disciples, feeling 
the desolation of human 
loneliness; but alas! 
Overcome by sorrow and 
fatigue they had fallen 
asleep, and thus failed 
their beloved Master in 
His crucial hour. Sor- 
rowfully He rebuked The Agonizing Heart of Jesus Seeks Consolation 
them, saying to Peter: 
“Could you not, then, watch one hour with Me?” (Matt. 26:40.) 
This sorrowful rebuke has echoed down through the centuries, and 
in all generations has moved sympathetic souls to console the agoniz- 
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ing Savior by nocturnal vigils. In our own century, this desire to con- 
sole the agonizing Heart of Jesus, and to offer reparation for the cold- 
ness and ingratitude, the insults and indignities offered Him, has given 
birth to the praiseworthy apostolate of Night Adoration in the Home. 
And now, to the sorrowful complaint of Jesus, “‘Could you not watch 
one hour with Me?” hundreds of thousands of souls, from every land 
where the Faith of Christ has been planted, respond with a generous 
“Ecce venio!—Behold, I come, to watch with Thee, my Lord and God!” 
And thus, by the united sacrifices of this army of generous souls, a 
perpetual all-night vigil is kept with the Man of Sorrows. 

To be a member of the League of Night Adoration in the Home, 
and so share in its spiritual benefits, it is required only that one’s name 
be inscribed at an authorized center, and that one keep an hour of 
adoration once a month during the night, in one’s own home, between 
the hours of 9 P.M. and 6 A.M. This minimum, however, is far from 
satisfying many consolers of the agonizing Heart of Jesus, and so they 
keep a weekly hour of vigil; and some, even more generous, keep a 
nightly hour, or at least a few nights every week. Nor are these, for 
the most part, young strong persons, as one might expect; but rather 
aged and sickly persons, who, forgetful of self, generously sacrifice 
themselves for love of the Sacred Heart and for souls. 

We do not mean by this to encourage imprudence in regard to sac- 
rifice of sleep, especially when doctors or spiritual directors counsel 
otherwise. Nevertheless, their example may be an encouragement to 
less generous or fainthearted souls who shrink from the small sacrifice 
of offering even a monthly hour of nocturnal adoration. For is it not, 
after all, a very small sacrifice to offer for love of Him who sacrificed 
Himself without limit or measure for the salvation of souls? 

In this, our day, there are millions of souls, redeemed by the Pre- 
cious Blood of Christ, still involved in the darkness of ignorance, error, 
and unbelief; and millions more are sunk in the mire of sin and can 
be saved only by prayers and sacrifices offered in their behalf. 

Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has expressed the hope that dur- 
ing this Holy Year the light of Faith and the grace of salvation will 
be brought to countless numbers of souls. May the agonizing cry of 
Jesus, ‘‘Watch with Me!” and the fervent plea of the Father of Christen- 
dom find answer in the generous response of a tremendous “army” of 
souls, who, by enlisting in' the League of Night Adoration in the Home, 
will help the Church to wage a successful battle against her enemies, 
visible and invisible, and by the peaceful arms of prayer, penance, and 
sacrifice, help to gain for Christ those millions of souls for which He 
paid so dearly by His Passion and Death. 

Applications for enrollment may be sent to any one of our four 
convents of Perpetual Adoration, or to the National Center of the 
Enthronement, Washington 17, D.C. Explanatory leaflets, booklets, 
etc. may also be obtained from the same sources. 


Spiritual Vitamin for April 


Heart of Jesus, submerged in an ocean of bitterness by the sins 
of men, fill my heart with compunction for my sins. 














Little frovers’ Lseague 


OxORD 


HIS month we are inviting you, dear boys and girls, to make 
€9 a wonderful journey, a spiritual trip to Rome for the Holy 
Year! Don’t think, now, that it is just a make-believe jour- 
ney, the way you sometimes make believe in your games. It is a real 
one, though it is a SPIRITUAL journey, for without the spiritual 
nothing is true and real. Every day, pilgrims are leaving from every 
land to make their way to the Holy City of Rome. They are going 
back to the very center and heart of Holy Mother Church to celebrate 
this Holy Year, which you have heard spoken of by your pastor, par- 
ents and teachers, or of which you have read yourself. 

Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has invited everyone to come 
to Rome this year, but he knows there are many who cannot make the 
long journey across wide countries, through the skies and over oceans. 
Just the same he wants ALL to share in the overflowing blessings of 
this Holy Year through special prayers and devotions which show our 
greater love for God. 

It will be very easy for you to make this SPIRITUAL journey 
to Rome. You will need no luggage, no buses, no trains, no ships, 
no airplanes, but you will need money, spiritual money, which we will 
call GOLDEN PENNIES, and which you must earn by offering 
MASSES and COMMUNIONS, PRAYERS and SACRIFICES, in 
honor of the Sacred Heart. By making this spiritual journey to Rome, 
you do not actually go to Rome, but you gain graces that you would 
gain by going to Rome, for yourself, your companions, your parents 
and loved ones. You will help to bring faith, happiness and. salva- 
tion to your family, friends and those who do not know our dear 
Lord, by earning Golden Pennies for the Sacred Heart to spend in 
giving special graces to souls. 

Would not the heart of each one of you burst with joy if you 
could see the Holy Father’s hand raised to bless you, and see his 
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happy smile because you had come to Rome to show your love for 
God and for him? You can give both him and yourself this happi- 
ness, even though you do not really go to Rome. The way to do so 
is to present him with a SPIRITUAL BOUQUET of the Masses, Com- 
munions, Prayers and Sacrifices which you earn as Golden Pennies. 
The Pope, the spiritual Father of mankind, welcomes the love and 
prayers of little children more than all the other gifts and honors 
that will be offered to him during this Holy Year. You won't dis- 
appoint him, will you? Then start right away to earn all the Golden 
Pennies you can to send to the Holy Father for the feast of the Sacred 
Heart in June. In order that they can be forwarded and reach him 
in time, we kindly ask each one to let us know how many Golden 
Pennies you have earned, that is, how many MASSES you have heard, 
how many COMMUNIONS received, how many PRAYERS said, and 
how many SACRIFICES made, by June Ist. 

Besides giving the Holy Father great happiness, this spiritual 
journey to Rome will perhaps bring more happiness to you yourselves 
than you have ever known, and will win many blessings for the world, 
which will help to make come true the Holy Father’s prayer: 

“May all our sons and all men of good will lovingly undertake 
not to disappoint the hopes of the common Father, who holds up his 
hands to heaven in prayer that the new outpouring of Divine Mercy 
upon the world may surpass all expectations.” 

Are you ready? Let’s go! And may God bless you and keep 
you in the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary! 


RAO OURS 


St. Zita—Model for the Month of April 


N the thirteenth century there stood on Mount Sagrati, a short 
distance from the famed city of Lucca, a little cottage occupied by 
a poor mountaineer named John Lombard, and his wife, Bonissima. In 
the year 1218, there was born to these God-fearing parents a little girl 
whom they named Zita. Very little is known of her early childhood. 
Her good mother could not give her any book-learning, but she gave her 
the spirit of piety, without which learning is often worse than useless. 
From her earliest years, Zita learned how to distinguish between what 
pleased and what displeased God. Up until she was twelve years old, 
Zita’s time was passed quietly in assisting her mother in the duties of 
the home, cooking, sewing, scrubbing, dusting, and in the labors of the 
fields. Then she begged her parents to let her work in the home of 
a rich nobleman so she could earn some money and help with the sup- 
port of the younger children of the family. She was admitted as a 
servant into the home of a wealthy magistrate, named Signor Fatinelli, 
where she did the necessary housework. 
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Zita was filled with joy and happiness in her work. The church 
of St. Fredian was just a short distance from the home of Signor Fati- 
nelli. Zita went there every morning to offer her heart and her work 
to God and to obtain courage for the trials the day might bring. God’s 
holy will was the keynote of her life. Her work was for her master, 
but her intention pointed only to God, and thus she turned her work 
and every action into prayer. Legend says that angels sometimes helped 
her, wash the dishes or the clothes, and did the dusting and sweeping 
when Zita remained too long at her prayers. 

Once Zita went on a pilgrimage to a chapel a long distance away, 
to thank God for a favor. The journey was longer than she had ex- 
pected, and it was almost dark when she reached the shrine. The 
doors were closed and locked. Zita knelt on the doorstep to offer 
her thanksgiving. Rain began to fall, and Zita huddled closer to the 
threshold. There she fell asleep. When she woke a terrible storm 
was raging, but Zita was warm and dry. She knew she must be back 
at her work by morning, so she set out without delay. It was a fear- 
ful journey in the storm, and Zita stumbled and fell. A beautiful angel 
appeared and helped her to reach her master’s house safely. 

Zita had a special love for Mary Immaculate and placed herself 
under her protection. She also had a tender love for the poor. Her 
master used to allow her to give them food and clothes. One Christ- 
mas, as Zita set out for church, she met her master in the hall. She 
was not very warmly dressed, so he insisted on her taking his cloak, 
but told her she must return it, for he feared lest she, in her gener- 
osity, might perhaps give it to a poor person. At the church door she 
met a poor man shivering with cold. She covered him with her master’s 
cloak and told him she would call for it after Mass. When she came 
back, the old man was nowhere to be seen. As the master was re- 
proving her for her imprudence, a knock came at the door. It was 
the old man, who had brought back the cloak. Bowing to Zita, he 
passed on, with a halo of light encircling his head, and it is believed 
he was either St. Joseph or an angel in disguise. 

Zita died in 1272, in the fulness of years and sanctity, and a 
bright star is said to have appeared over her attic-room as if to show 
she had entered into the glory of heaven. Her body was buried in 
the church of St. Fredian, and when her tomb was opened three hun- 
dred years after her death, it was found entire and incorrupt. Thus 
Zita, in the lowly work of a housemaid, became a saint and the cherished 
patroness of all who do like work. Her feast is celebrated on April 27. 


PRACTICE: Imitate St. Zita in her practice of offering all she 
did for the love and glory of the Sacred Heart. Take her for your 
model in frequently attending Holy Mass and receiving Holy Com- 
munion, and in your prayers and sacrifices to earn Golden Pennies for 
the Sacred Heart and the Holy Father’s Spiritual Bouquet. 


ASPIRATION: Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, Thy Kingdom come! 
In May we will announce the winners in the drawing contest 
which ended on the feast of St. Joseph. The April magazine went to 
print before the feast, but we hope you will not mind waiting. Many 
very good pictures have been received so far. 














Helpful Suggestions 


Our Passion booklets will help 
you spend the precious days of Holy 
Week in a profitable manner, in the 
spirit of Holy Church. 






Heart-talks with the Man of Sorrows — Com- 
passionate conversations with our Suffering Savior in all 
the stages of His Passion, each mystery being illustrated 
by a touching picture. 15¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — The sublime 
thoughts and prayers of the Church will quicken your faith and love and 
assist you to participate in greater measure in the treasures of Passiontide, 
Holy Thursday and Good Friday. Part I — From Advent to Pentecost. 15¢ 


Devotion to the Precious Blood - 10¢ The Way of the Cross - 10¢ 
From Olivet to Calvary - 10¢ Mary’s Seven Sorrows - 10¢ 
Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows -10¢ Devotion to the Holy Face - 10¢ 
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Booklets on the Sacraments 
Fountains of Salvation — Instructions on the sacraments, with spe- 
cial sections devoted to Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders. 10¢ 
Confession, the Sacrament of Mercy — Institution, nature and 
use of the Sacrament of Penance. 10¢ 
United in Christ — A wealth of information on the Sacrament of 
Matrimony. 10¢ 


Through Death to Life — The Church’s consoling doctrine on the 
sacrament of extreme unction; instructions for attendants and the sick. 10¢ 











Booklets in Honor of St. Joseph 


(Feast of Solemnity — April 26th) 


Go to Joseph — Treats of St. Joseph’s dignity, 
sanctity, glory and intercessory power. 10¢ 


Devotions to St. Joseph — Prayers, novenas, 
litany, act of consecration and various devotions. 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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Honoring the Month of the Holy Eucharist 
and the Last Supper 


HOLY MASS 





THE TREASURES OF THE MASS — 128 inspirational pages on the 
prayers and ceremonies of the Mass. Price, 35¢. 


Each of the following booklets, 10¢ 


GOD HIMSELF, OUR SACRIFICE - A popular, instructive booklet. 

MY DAILY COMPANION AT MASS The ordinary of the Mass in 
Latin and English, with selected prayers for proper parts; confession, Com- 
munion, daily prayers. 


HOLY COMMUNION 


COMMUNICATE FREQUENTLY AND DEVOUTLY — Doctrine of the 
Church; practical suggestions and encouragement to frequent Communion. 

COMMUNION DEVOTIONS IN UNION WITH MARY Many inspiring 
prayers and Communion Mass, in union with Mary. 

NOVENA OF HOLY COMMUNIONS — A series of reflections on the 
marvelous graces of Holy Communion, arranged for a novena of Commun- 
ions, but may be used for other Eucharistic devotions. 





DOCTRINE OF THE REAL PRESENCE 





GOD WITH US IN THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST, OUR ALL 
Two booklets which aim to give proper instruction, and instil devotion 
and love into the hearts of the reader. 


FOR VISITS, and HOLY HOURS 





JESUS, JOY OF MY HEART — JESUS LOVES ME 
JESUS PLEADS FOR MY LOVE 

The above three booklets form a series of affectionate conversations 
with our Eucharistic Lord, very simple and charming. 

MY DAILY VISIT — Visit for each day of the week; Mass of the 
Blessed Sacrament; Benediction. 

EUCHARISTIC HEART-TALKS WITH JESUS — Intimate conversa- 
tions treating of Holy Mass, Holy Communion, and the Real Presence. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








